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Highly successful B-2A
daylight retueling tests
at Edwards AFB were
followed by night
evaluations as
captured in this rare
ingide cover pictura.
Here a KC-135E refuels
a B-2A at sunset, just
eone of a series of tests
culminating in tull
refueling capability for
the B-2A.
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attend far more social occasions with influential folks from outside

@ the Air Force than I'd ever merit on my own “dumb fighter pilot” ac-

jord. Now, I still don’t have much grace; but I have learned a few manners,

and I can actually converse for a couple minutes without using either my

hands or an expletive. I was recently at one of these soiree’s (a fancy French

word for “standing around with a cocktail in your hand™) when I was asked a
question which inspired me to write this month’s “ACCent.”

O ne of the things about being a headquarters geek is that I get asked to

I was speaking with » well respected businessman from the newspaper
world and he asked me what my job was. I replied that I was the Chief o
Safety to which he said, “Oh, I guess that means you are responsible
venting accidents.” It took me back for just a second aml
“No more than you are responsible for causing thesid

hge news.” I went on to explain that w
— communication. He printed. aid - sometimes

ersuade public opinigg ymore than
ould force.ae s and risks
p to those

For both
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Captain Frank J. Leonardi
1 MDOS /SGOMH
Langley AFB VA

Wiwary
vespousibility fov

e(ﬂm soueone v
is suicidal. As one 0
heir only " Avenue
f Hope,” you can
Y and be(p your
riend get the
gssistance he or she
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Il too often, our society gives sui-

cide a romantic flavor. This is the

image portrayed in movies as well
as literature. The classic, dramatical produc-
tion of Romeo a»d Juliet is an iNustration of
this faulty perception. Even beyond this, it
is common to find songs with musical lyries
that glorify suicide. The following is an ex-
ample: “Deep in the cell of my heart, I will
feel so glad to go; sing me to sleep, sing me to
sleep.”

Unfortunately, the reality of suicide is
much different than its portrayal in these
mediums. For instance, recently a 22-year-
old senipr airman with a history of substance
abuse and legal problems was having an ex-
tramarital affair, When his spouse discovered
his infidelity, she left him. He then became
deeply depressed and hung himself. His note
read, “There is nothing more to say. No mat-
ter what I did, I always seemed to be hurting
someone. 1 hope 1 can be forgiven for this.
Always know that I love you.” This is the type
of scenario survivors have to struggle with as
they ask themselves questions such as, “What
could 1 heve done? or “Why didn't | »ee the
warning signs?” The questioning, guilt, and
struggles over the death of friends and co-
workers who have committed suicide impact
everyone fnvolved.
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Is that bargain safe? Ms. Audrey Terry 55 WG/SEG Offutt AFB NE
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Share the wealth and experience 
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nuclear surety its success depends on you
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Ask Orville!
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Lessons in school safety
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rain, the scrub) vegetation s, and raving
thf::'t.rees come ahvéw . '-' Y -:‘-' -'t."f f"
least suspecting mement” het ¢
ment list is my helmet! Now, I’n‘l‘s‘-ﬁu% you &
kids, I don’t need no stinkin’ helme “-ﬁ‘

-

-", . h‘".-

think
i"-

dead wrong. The trails I rode on re nd the |

well as the logal police will cite yg'u of ‘1. carin '

may get away with not wa!m met - N TR i
you're theres but when you get r‘ﬁd N L }_ )

bike, remembér what lmppened to a frie nd \ "-"‘ ‘ . k e &
“The trail was grest -- a difficult one -« with a st cep hill staring
at me. As I pedaled furiously up ¢he hill, I rar cut of ‘steam. oo,
should have jumped off, but that d:dn’thappe;\-tod ca?‘h - and [ wanted
to make that hill! The‘lnke stopped;{ sto ng then together we atarte
to roll backwards until my bike and I finall ﬂlppetf aver and siamnt
into the trunk of a nearby tree. As I laid there in a daze I took stock of + |
my surroundings. My bike was bent, and F had some cuig and sa'acchw,
but it coufcf have been svorse. When I took my helmet off to wipe the
sweat away; T sowst. The helmet was cracked in half -- it could have
been my head! It made me a heliever in helmets. E

Mountain biking is a thrill 2 minute, but do it the
safe way and use your head -- covered in a helmet!
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ZMS Your first line of defense
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chock talk flight safety with a maintenance slant










